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Chumash Mesoret Harav Devarim Parashat Re’eh page 100-101 77>927.10
e ﬂ?‘?PT 1973 oI D;’JE}‘? Y03 20388 7N - Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse.
Rashi explains the blessing and curse in this verse as referring to the ceremony, mentioned in
verse 29, that the Israelites would perform at the Gerizim and Ebal mountains upon enter-
ing the Land of Israel. According to Rashi’s interpretation, the Torah does not introduce the
fundamental principle of free will (bechirah chofshis) in this section; verses 26-28 are simply an
introduction to verse 29. The principle of free will is discussed much later in Parashas Nitzavim
(30:15): Behold, I have set before you today life and good, and death and evil.
Nachmanides, on the other hand, maintains that the principle of free will is in fact outlined
in these verses, and explains these verses as follows: I have set before you two alternatives,

blessing and curse, and you will symbolically enact these two alternatives Dy Staging the cer-

emony on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal. .
But if the fundamental principle of free will is discussed here, as Nachmanides maintains,

why was it necessary to repeat it in Parashas Nitzvavim? Forgiveness of sin depends on the prin-
ciple of free will. However, one who has sinned and repented requires a far greater power of free
will to keep to his resolution than one who has never sinned in the first place. The bechirah men-
tioned in this parashah refers to the exercise of free will before a person sins. Choosing not to sin
is not as difficult as having once enjoyed the fruits of sin and then repenting. This is the meaning
of the Talmudic statement: the level a repentant sinner reaches cannot be reached even by the perfectly
righteous (Berachos 34b). This is the higher level of bechirah referred to in Parashas Nitzavim.

It is interesting to note that this parashah is always read on the Shabbos preceding Rosh
Chodesh Elul or on Rosh Chodesh Elul itself, evoking the coming Days of Judgment. (Yarchei
Kallah, 1977)
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